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North Korean Leadership
The current leader of North Korea is Kim Jong-un and has been in power since 2011, and his grandfather was Kim II-Sung, who ruled North Korea from 1948 to 1994 (Chan & Bridges, 2018). Kim Jong-un assumed into power after the death of his father, Kim Jong-il, in December of 2011 (Chan & Bridges, 2018). Before then, Kim Jong-un was the vice-chairman of the Central Military Commission and a member of the Central Committee of the Worker's Party, and analysts termed his appointments as preparation for him to succeed his father. After his father died, North Korean citizens hailed Kim Jong-un as a great leader of the people, and this followed various public declarations and appointments into various leadership positions including the public declaration as the Supreme Commander of the Korean People's Army.
Kim II-Sung, the grandfather to Kim Jong-un, became the leader of North Korea after World War II. Kim II-Sung became a member of the Communist Youth Organization during his elementary education. He was later arrested while still a member of the communist group (Haruki, 2018). After his release, he joined the guerrilla resistance to fight against the Japanese. Kim was noticed by the military personnel of the Soviet Union, who recruited him into the Soviet Union and offered him political and military training. While in training, Kim became a member of the communist party. Kim played a key role in leading the Korean troops into World War II, and Korea was divided into two; one part occupied by the United States and another by the Soviet. After World War II, Kim became the leader of the newly formed Democratic Republic of Korea.
The Soviet Union played crucial roles during the Korean War. Some of the roles included the supply of military forces to both North Korea and China. Apart from supplying the military forces, the Soviet Union also trained air forces for both China and North Korea. In addition,pilots from the Soviet Union were used to fly aircraft that carried China and Korean air forces who were involved in World War II. Besides, the Soviet Union comprised of strategic planners who organized for the invasion of South Korea and provided the necessary support required by the invaders. It is argued that states that the Soviet Union also provided diplomatic advisory to both China and North Korea (Foot, 2018). Some actions of the Soviet Union included the provision of both medical and material support to the Chinese and Korean troops fighting in the Korean War. 
The roles played by the United States included the provision of military personnel in an attempt to conquer the North Koreans. The United States military provided military assistance like weapons, and also supplies to South Korea during the Korean War. Additionally, the United Nations provided military troops to South Korea during the Battle of Osan, in an attempt to fight North Korea. The relationship between Kim Jong-un, the current leader of North Korea, and Kim II-Sung, the first leader of North Korea after World War II, was a grandfather-grandson relationship. Kim II-Sung was the grandfather of Kim Jong-un. Both leaders share common characteristics, including violation of human rights, self-centeredness and ruthlessness (Foot, 2019). 
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